Analysis of the extract Metaphor and Metonymy ( from David Lodge’s Nice Work).
This is an extract taken from David Lodge’s Nice Work.

 It reports a conversation between Robyn Penrose and Vic Wilcox, the main characters of the novel, taking place during a drive: while driving along the road some posters, advertising the brand of a famous cigarette, are visible.

The apparent reason in writing is reporting the two protagonists’ conversation: indeed the writer’s objective is to reflect on the way language works, especially when it resorts to the use of metonymy and metaphor. 

The language of advertising is juxtaposed to the language of narrative to make the intelligent reader understand advertising adopts the devices of literary language to reach its objectives (to raise selling dates). The language of advertising is a mediated language: it employs both language and images so that the message may stick into the reader’s mind  or into the watcher’s mind (...a photographic depiction of a rippling expanse of purple silk...). 
The narrator wants the intelligent reader to understand that the discussion and the conversation about the advertisements are just a pretext to make him/her reflect on the way language works to make the message more convincing.

 To tell the truth the language of advertisement is persuasion. It looks back to the ancient Greek rhetoric and the function to which the advertisement is generated  is to sell the highest packets’ number of Silk Cut. If it does not happen, the advertisement is not efficient. 

The narrator shows the working of metaphor and metonymy through the conversation, where the concept of Derrida’s differance comes to the forefront through Vic’s answers to Robyn. 

Thanks to semiotic, the study of signs, Robyn is able to decode the poster’s message: the rippling expanse of purple silk symbolizes the voluptuous female body, while the single vertical slit on it represents a vagina. In conclusion Robyn is able to understand that the poster appeals to both sensual and sadistic impulses, the desire to mutilate as well as penetrate the female body.

Right from the start the extract provides the reader with a clear idea of Derrida’s concept of diffèrance, particularly highlighted by the protagonists’ different visions of the world: on one side Robyn is able to decode the poster’s message by her metaphorical attitude to life, on the other side Vic doesn’t trust and understand her, since he continuously put Robyn’s statements into question, suggesting his metonymic attitude to life. 
Summing up the narrator focuses the reader’s attention on the concept of difference, since binary pairs make meaning: signifiers produce signifieds in the continuous chain of language.
