 Analysis of the extract taken from David Lodge’s Nice Work (chapter 2): Robyn’s characterization.

The function of the extract is to introduce the female character, Robyn. 
· The first piece of information given by the 3rd person omniscient intrusive narrator is that she is different from the male character, Vic Wilcox.
· The second piece of information is highlighted in the 4th line: Robyn doesn’t herself believe in the concept of character.
· The third piece of information given by the extract refers to her way of speaking: her favorite phrase is “that is to say”.

Robyn’s characterization is based on the criteria of difference, since the first piece of information given by the extract refers to her difference from Vic Wilcox, the male character, who has got a metonymic vision of life and who is the incarnation of a self – made man.
Moreover, the narrator exploits details (name, surname, profession) only after: the intelligent reader may understand that the first information given is more important. It follows that Robyn is a very postmodern character, since her characterization is based on difference.

In addition her name, Robyn, is a male name and, in opposition to Vic, she has got a metaphoric attitude to life, that is to say she can decode the world around her. As a consequence Robyn is unusual to the common reader: David Lodge’s ideal reader is the one who cares about the way of writing.
The first reaction to Robyn’s characterization is curiosity: she’s not a common character, because she doesn’t believe in the concept of character; furthermore, her favorite phrase is “that is to say”: the narrator conveys the idea of a clever woman, who tries to make her point of view clear in the listener’s mind (since she is a temporary lecturer).
Another point of reflection the reader comes across through Robyn’s characterization is her opinion about identity: she thinks that “there is no such thing as the ‘self’(...), that is to say, a finite, unique soul or essence that constitutes a person’s identity”. 

As a matter of fact, according to the famous words of Jacques Derrida, a French postmodern philosopher, “you are what speaks you” (semiotic materialism), that is we continuously produce and modify our unstable and indefinite identity in language: in conclusion language speaks through us.
