Piero Cavallari    cl. 5 A      A.S. 2012/2013 

Parts of the Interview to Dr. Frausin Livio (see the video for the whole interview)
1) Which is your profession?
I’m a doctor, an orthopedic surgeon in Trieste; in particular I’m specialized in feet surgery. I’m at the head of an orthopedic service which has operated on more than 1500 feet last year. Our structure embraces different medical hyper-skilled equips.
2) Why did you choose your formative years?
Because I realized that I would have disliked a ‘behind-the-desk’ profession, rather than a practical one. I choose surgery because I was more prone in manual activities. 

3) After the choice of Medicine Faculty, what did you specialized in? 

I’m qualified in Orthopedics and successively in Physiotherapists and Rehabilitation.
4) What do you suggest to a recently graduated in Medicine who is going to work?

As my master used to say, professions in general will be hyper-skilled. It follows that a theoretical approach will be replaced by a more practical one, which the recently graduated should focus on.

5) Can the specialization ‘choose’ the graduated? 

Yes, the graduated after the six-year course has already experienced different clinical situations which allow him to decide his/her specialization. 

6) Italian universities favour theoretical teaching more than a practical one: is it true?
In my past university years it was.

7) How do you consider the admission test?

Of course it is a great obstacle, but it is also blamable.
8) Which were the employment possibilities at the end of university? 

Firstly a compulsory six month hospital apprenticeship. Then I had already chosen the specialization of Orthopedics, so I was a no remunerate guest doctor while studying Orthopedics. Then I achieved higher positions in the hospital hierarchy till the head of the hospital department. I consider the hospital a basic step for a doctor’s career. Especially in the urgency ward there’s a common feeling among the medical equip which is, I would say, great. Then I chose to work in a private hospital, where I am an healthcare provider covered by the insurance.
9) Which skills does your profession require?
In traumatic surgery the doctor has always to face new cases and s/he operates in her/his own peculiar way. Each operation differs, even just a bit, from the standard clinical records.  
10) Stress and responsibility: how does a doctor manage them?

Stress is inevitable. Responsibility is a great deal because the doctor cannot make any mistake: it follows that the number of too risky clinical cases, which the doctor refuses to operate, is increasing. 
11) Studying Medicine in a foreign country: which are your considerations thinking about your Italian experience?

I think Italian universities offer an high quality level of education. I would say Italy ‘suffers for xenophilia’. I think medical structures and services in Italy are good too, but I also think Italy should invest more money in researches. Finally knowing the English scientific language is essential.

12) Which are some human relations the doctor has to manage daily?

The relationship between doctor and patient is extremely peculiar. The doctor has to have a delicacy of feeling, indeed s/he should always imagine what the patient is experiencing. 

13) What do you think about those realities like ‘Medicins Sans Frontieres’? 

It is a special life experience. You have to face unusual clinical cases, it follows that only formed doctors can offer a truly professional service in those extreme conditions.
14) I’ll be pleased if you would like to add something.  

I’m happy of what I’ve done and what I’m doing. I’m enthusiastic about my profession. I think will and passion are the keys to achieve one’s goals. 

