James Joyce, Dubliners, 1914
“I chose Dublin for the scene because that city seemed to me the centre of paralysis. I tried to present it under four of its aspects: childhood, adolescence, maturity and public life”
Eveline

Comprehension
· Eveline is in the middle of an emotional crisis. What is her dilemma? Eveline has to decide to leave or not.

· What are her reasons for staying and her reasons for leaving? What does she finally decide to do? Her reasons for staying are doubts and fears about the unknown future in Buenos Aires. Her reason for leaving is her will of living a different life, different from her mother’s and her lived experiences.

· What does the text say or imply about Eveline’s life? The text says Eveline’s life is hard and limited, even if “In her home anyway she had shelter and food; she had those whom she had known all her life abou her.” These sentences implicitly say that she accepts to bear her tough but known life.   
· “Miss Gavan would be glad. She had always had an edge on her,”. How can you rephrase this sentence to make the expression “had an edge on her” clearer? Miss Gavan disliked Eveline.

· What kind of people are Frank, Eveline and Eveline’s father? Frank is Eveline’s fellow. He seems to be nice and manly. He has travelled a lot by ship, and seen different places. Eveline is over nineteen. She works at the Stores and hardly tries to keep the home together. She is unable to act what she thinks. She is nostalgic about her youth. Eveline’s father hasn’t good ties with her daughter. In the past he was less violent. He has had a quarrel with Frank.

· Focus on the sequencing of the paragraphs. Can you trace the time shifts in the structure of the story? The story begins in medias res, it is set in the present. Then Eveline starts recording her past memories. In the second paragraph the narration deals again with the character’s present thoughts which continuously re-discover something out of the past, or formulate future expectations. 

· Focus on the last paragraphs. What is the meaning of the phrase “a maze of distress”? Can other words be linked to this image? The meaning is that she is feeling uneasy, confused and tormented. The word linked to this image could be ‘doubt’.

· Focus on the sentence: “Could she still draw back after all he had done for her?” What mode of thought presentation has been used here? The third person external narrator shows the reader Eveline’s thought. It seems the narrator doesn’t make any interventions but he puts the sentence in that very point to highlight that Eveline is tempted to stay. Another example of this mode of thought presentation is the following: “…now that she was about to leave it she did not find it a wholly undesirable life.”.      
