MODERNISM (1890-1930)
The term modern highlights the shift from traditional methods and established rules.
As the German philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche pointed out, technological innovations caused some changes in people’s everyday life, or more precisely the fall of previous ideological points of reference.

What has fallen:

· THE IDEA OF PROGRESS 

· THE COGNITIVE POSSIBILITY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNICS

· THE HUMAN BEINGS’ DIVINE ORIGIN
· FREE WILL IN LIFE

· LIFE IS PART OF A DIVINE PLAN

· THE IDEA OF THE SELF-MADE MAN/ THE SELF-MADE MAN IDEAL (TALENT PARABOLA)
  The result of technological advances was the loss of common and individual values. The human psyche felt alone and disorientated. It searches for the (lost) truth. Nietzsche summed up saying “Gott ist tot”.

As a consequence, the individual is taken at the center of investigations:

·  Sigmund Freud’s psychoanalysis

· James Joyce’s fiction (the characters’ stream of consciousness)
JOYCE’S NARRATIVE TECHNIQUE

From James Joyce, Dubliners, The Dead (1914)
She was fast asleep. The sentence refers to Gretta, Gabriel’s wife, who has just told him about her young love for Micheal Furey. The song The Lass of Aughrim, sung by Mr. Bartell D’Arcy at the Aunts’ house, had reminded her the past and painful episode. She has poured out her grief before falling asleep. 

The concision of the first sentence creates a pause, a break from what is actually happening and Gabriel following thoughts. The writer is introducing the reader towards the character’s stream of consciousness. The narrative technique of impersonality leaves the reader free from the writer’s interventions. 
The following sentence puts into focus Gretta’s details while sleeping (her tangled hair and half-open mouth, her deep-drawn breath).  As the teacher told us, the writer uses impressionistic and allusive details to convey an indirect and implicit significant, which allows the reader to understand complex human situations. 
Joyce adopts the showing narrative technique to describe apparently unimportant details and actions, which instead acquire symbolic and allusive significances. 

It is possible to note the gap between two different narrative levels: the writer has an external point of view and SHOWS denotatively surface details; but also he TELLS what is happening through Gabriel’s eyes, and his thoughts. Details acquire a symbolical meaning. 

A symbol is a sign which recalls distant significances in the mind of each individual reader, because each of us has different past stories and experiences. A symbol is a synaesthesia because it links elements which are part of different semantic and sense fields. It is different from the allegory. The symbol leaves the reader alone. He/she tries to discover hidden significant links to achieve the meaning of the symbol, only through his/her own life experience. On the other hand the allegory is a short argumentative text, a rational and logic process which explains the specific analogies and differences between two elements, compared in a simile.    
