Quotations

Visualization is right at the heart of my whole work tool.

Having data is not enough.

In 1810 it was pretty crowded down there, wasn’t it?
Eventually the western countries get healthier and healthier.

What a catastrophy!

And now I speed up through the 1920s 1930s.

The difference between the countries of the world was wider than ever.

Finally they started to get healthier, and healthier, and healthier.

Hans Rosling’s 200 Countries, 200 Years, 4 Minutes – The Joy of Stats – BBC Four
Hans Rosling teaches Global Health at the Karolinska Institute in the Stockholm urban area, and one of his most important work tool is visualization. In order to make people enjoy and understand abstract statistics,        he’s going to animate the data in real space, thanks to the videomakers’ technical assistance and their cameras. 
The video develops an interaction between Rosling and virtual and animated images in a Cartesian plane: the cant axis for health which indicates the lifespan, the length of time a person is expected to live (from 25 years to 75 years), and an axis for wealth, income per person, the money someone gets from working. 

Rosling is going to show us the world situation, two hundreds year ago. The video was released in 2010 by the BBC, so the time line starts from 1810. All the countries have been characterized by different colors: Europe brown, Asia red, Middle East green, Africa South of Sahara blue, America yellow. The size of the country bubble shows the size of the population.
In 1810 there wasn’t a sharp gap among all the countries who were quiet sick and poor. The first positive shift for European countries was due to the Industrial Revolution, meanwhile the colonized countries in Asia and Africa didn’t get any improvements: they even didn’t know what the industrialization was.

The social gap between the “brown” western countries and the other colors increases as the time went by.

The data model slows down to make the audience esteem the First World War effects and the impact of the Spanish flu epidemic. It is possible to see a general drop in lifespan. 

Through the 1920s and the 1930s, in spite of the Great Depression, the Crash of 1929 (the so called Black Tuesday), western countries continued their wealth rise.
The video doesn’t focus on the II WW, and stops its course to look at the world in 1948, when the war was already ended. In 1948 the gap between all countries was wider than ever. But in the and poorest backward Asian giants (China, India, Pakistan, Indonesia, Bangladesh)something was going to change. Indeed those former colonies of the western countries gained independence and became healthier and healthier: Asia and Latin America started to catch up with the western countries, reached the same level of life condition, and became the emerging economy.
The gained independence was a basis need for those countries who couldn’t stand anymore colonists’ regulations which struggle the internal market.

In Africa some countries followed the rise wave, but others were stuck in civil wars or were fighting against HIV.

 The virtual and dynamic statistics let Rosling show more in depth the world situation from different perspectives. Most people today live in the “AVERAGE” middle, but:

· there’s still a huge difference between Luxemburg, the smallest and richest country, and Congo, the pourest;

· the quality gap within each country has to be considered, and it depends on the province or the social class we’re interested in.
To sum up the last 200 years: 

· nowadays, in spite big disparities, a huge progress has happened;

· the difference between the west and the rest is now closing: all countries are converging in sustainable development and affordable green technologies, global aid and trade.  
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