Piero Cavallari cl. 5 A                                                                                                                                   16/05/2013
Missing 3rd English Written Test

Second Term

Just focalizing his/her attention on the very first sentence of the quotation from To My Students Reading Tennyson’s Ulysses, the reader should note analogies between an approach to poetry ‘with open and inquisitive minds’, and Ulysses’ approach to life: indeed Ulysses, the dramatis personae spoken by Tennyson’s words, says:

 ‘ Much have I seen and known (…) Yet all experience is an arch wherethro' Gleams that untravell'd world whose margin fades For ever and forever when I move. How dull it is to pause, to make an end ’
The quotation suggests a forma mentis which tends to a continuous achievement in knowledge. 

As Ulysses underlines, while speaking about his past experiences, ‘All times I have enjoy'd Greatly, have suffer'd greatly ’: it means life and poetry can’t be un-real, they ontologically bear difficulties and hard moments. ‘That means we do not quit reading’ or life ‘when we arrive at something we don’t know or find enjoyment in’.
Another clear analogy between the two texts could be drawn from the conclusion in Tennyson’s Ulysses:

‘ but something ere the end, Some work of noble note, may yet be done ‘
‘'T is not too late to seek a newer world ‘

It is possible to note Ulysses accepts and even looks for a change in life, as well as the teacher suggests students not to ‘expect a simple or definitive answer’ while interpreting lyrical texts.
Obviously when the teacher underlines the importance ‘to consider words and sound images’ the reader could recall in his/her mind some of those poetical images which appeal to auditory stimulus:

‘ the deep 
Moans round with many voices. in order smite 

The sounding furrows ‘ 
In the final part of the quotation the teacher focuses students’ attention on the importance of thinking while reading, and the reader should bear in his/her mind Ulysses is a dramatis personae who is delivering a dramatic monologue: a monologue is a series of thoughts and considerations on something, which obviously imply somebody is thinking.

