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Manchester from Journeys to England and Ireland,1835 by Alexis Tocqueville

The author was a French historian and a political thinker who agreed with the liberal ideology. He analyzed the rising living standards and social conditions of individuals and their relationship to the market and state in Western societies. 

The introductory phrase describes only natural elements, but the reader may expect the description deals with the destroying human intervention on those regular and barren hills: in 1835 Manchester was already a product of industrialization. 

The second element is a river. A navigable river was extremely important for town factories. Ships, as well as trains or wheels, were a developing mean of communication: indeed the revolution in communication, due to the increasing trade of products, was in full flood (see Toynbee’s Chief Features of Industrial Revolution). What’s more the river water was a perfect dustbin in which factories threw their toxic filthy waste: indeed factory owners didn’t have to respect any regulations about environmental pollution. As a result rivers ran purple with ill-smelling dye, as Dickens said in his description of Coketown.
The author hasn’t mentioned anything related to the industrialized intervention on the environment, yet. Although just describing some interlaced waterways, the author makes the reader expects a radical change in the sequel of the description.

The verb scattered abruptly breaks the calm laziness of running waters: the sharp sound [sk] conveys the idea of the artificial dis-harmony and in-coherence of dwellings, in the environmental poise.

The second part of the first paragraph focuses the reader’s attention on the contradiction between what’s external, the outward shape, and what’s internal and hidden. The explosion of man’s power is able to rule the laws of Nature and factories represent the human beings’ creative force. An explosion means collapse and unrestrainability too: indeed there were no governmental regulations on infrastructure building projects.          

Since the author doesn’t know exactly how many factories there are on the tops of the hills, the artificial disorderliness of the industrial system is highlighted once again. In the second paragraph the adjective Huge and the adverb afar convey the wide spread of the industrial system not only in England, but in the whole world. 
The reader can note working people are mentioned only in a second moment, indeed first there’s the description of industrial infrastructures. Machineries were more important than employees. Working people have no rights, no voice, no choice. They have to fit in the standard rhythm of the piston of steam engines as Dickens said. Workmen become just a cog in the Machine.

 Workers’ living condition are connoted by the adjective wretched, poor, haphazard and again the verb scattered. People are lost: the loss of bearings among the misery industrial mess. 

The Industrial Revolution influences everything: 

· Working people driven to a mechanical penury

· Farmlands raped by huge enclosures which steals the charm of rustic nature
· Means of communication unable to satisfy the enormous trade growth rate

Arnold Toynbee, in his essay The Chief Features of the Industrial Revolution, analyzes different aspects of the industrial process in a quite neutral and detached way: the Agrarian Revolution, people migrations from the rural world to the Northern towns and the revolution in communication. He published his work in 1884, forty-nine years later than Tocqueville’s Journeys to England and Ireland. As a consequence, the earliest one emotionally participates in the inhuman aspect of industrialization (see above), while the second one is a cold essay about the historical aspect.
