TIME LINE

VIRGINIA WOOLF (1882-1941)

January 25, 1882 | Adeline Virginia Stephen is born in London. Her parents are fixtures on the London literary and intellectual scene, and she grows up in a home full of books. Her father is Leslie Stephen, the Victorian critic and philosopher. She learns Greek from Walter Pater’s sister. 
1891 | Her half-sister, Laura Makepeace Stephen, is sent to live in an institution at the age of 21, for she is mentally disabled.

1895 | Virginia’s mother dies. Virginia has her first major depressive episode.

1897 | Virginia’s half sister Stella Duckworth dies.

1904 |  Leslie Stephen dies of stomach cancer. Virginia tries to commit suicide by jumping out of a window. Following their father's death, the Stephen children sell their childhood home and buy a house together in the hip Bloomsbury neighborhood of London.
1905 | At the age of 23, Virginia begins her professional writing career as a contributor to the Times Literary Supplement.
1906 | The Stephens travel together to Greece. Vanessa and Thoby both become sick with typhoid fever. Vanessa recovers, but Thoby dies at the age of 26.

1907 | Vanessa Stephen marries the art critic Clive Bell. Virginia and her brother Adrian share a home near the Bells' house.

1910 | The Bloomsbury Group—a circle of writers, artists and intellectuals that eventually includes Virginia Woolf, novelist E.M. Forster, economist John Maynard Keynes and others among its members—begins meeting informally at the Bells' home. They rejected many of the conventional standards of contemporary society and literary tradition.
August 10, 1912 | Virginia Stephen marries Leonard Woolf, a Jewish intellectual. Their marriage is happy and unconventional until Virginia’s death.
August 4,1915 | Great Britain enters World War I. 

1915 | Woolf's first novel The Voyage Out is published.

1917 | The Woolfs purchase a used printing press, establishing the Hogarth Press in the basement of their home. It allows Virginia to publish her experimental fiction. 

November 11, 1918 | World War I ends.

1919 | Virginia and Leonard Woolf purchase Monk's House, in Rodmell. Virginia publishes the novel Night and Day.

1922 | Virginia Woolf publishes Jacob's Room, a novel based on her brother Thoby's death. She meets Vita Sackville-West, a married writer.  The two women begin a love affair—with Leonard Woolf's knowledge and permission—that lasts through the 1920s. After their romantic relationship ends, they remain close friends until Woolf's death.

1924 | The Woolfs move to Bloomsbury, the bohemian neighborhood of London.

1925 | Virginia Woolf publishes Mrs. Dalloway, a modernist novel that follows protagonist Clarissa Dalloway through a single day of her life.

1927 | Virginia Woolf publishes To the Lighthouse, a portrayal of the fictional Ramsay family as they vacation in Scotland.

1928 | Woolf publishes the novel Orlando, a book inspired by Vita Sackville-West. 

1929 | Virginia Woolf publishes the book A Room of One's Own. In it she argues that in order to write, a woman must have independence, manifested in material form as an income of £500 per year and a private room where she can write.

1931 | Woolf publishes her most conceptually challenging novel, The Waves. The book is written in the voices of six different characters and experiments with traditional notions of character, setting, genre and plot.

1939 | Virginia reveals in a memoir that her half-brothers Gerald and George Duckworth (who died in 1937 and in 1934 respectively) molested her and her sister Vanessa when they were children.

1937 |  Woolf publishes the novel The Years.
1938 | Woolf publishes Three Guineas, a long essay arguing that if more women occupied positions of power, there would be less war.

March 9, 1939 | Great Britain declares war on Germany. Fearing Nazi persecution due to Leonard’s Jewish ethnicity, the Woolfs make plans to commit suicide if England is invaded.

1940 | The Woolfs' London home and the Hogarth Press offices are destroyed during the Blitz, the Germans' campaign of terror bombing over the city.

March 28, 1941 | Virginia Woolf drowns herself in the Ouse River near Monk’s House. 
July 1941 | Virginia Woolf's final novel, Between the Acts, is published posthumously.
