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Why be happy when you could be normal? (2011) by Jeanette Winterson
In the second chapter the first person narrator starts off with a positive and apodictic judgment about Manchester. The reader may expect some argumentations to explain why Manchester was a good place to be born.
Manchester is situated in an antithetic place: the south of England represents the industrial and trade towns, as London for example, while the north has a sheep-farming economy in wild and untamed woodlands.
Right from the first few lines the writer describes Manchester as a double-faced town. The reader should read between the lines the Toynbee’s conclusion of his essay: “industrialization may produce wealth without producing well-being”. The ambiguity is conveyed by a triple parallelism in the second paragraph (south-north, untamed-unmetropolitan, connected-wordly).
The narrator appreciates the town double nature, which is considered a source of inner riches. Contrariness means different interpretations, different opinions, different people. The writer agrees with the freedom of thought; in a more poetic way, she agrees with fancy. In Charles Dickens’ Coketown Fancy was removed, because that was a triumph of fact. Streets all very like one another, people equally like one another: the humankind’s tragedy in industrialization.
To sum up, the reader needs a Time line: 

· In 1835 Tocqueville published Journeys to England and Ireland
· In 1854 Dickens published Hard Times
· In 1884 Toynbee published The Chief Features of the Industrial Revolution
· In 2011 Winterson published Why be happy when you could be normal?
The reader can note how each work deals with the relation between the industrial process and society. The very first one faces the cruel and bare reality; the journal exposes each negative aspects of the factory system (pollution, means of communication, working conditions…). Dickens writes a novel which combines reality and fiction: this was a little sifting step away from Tocqueville’s direct view on reality. Toynbee’s approach changes completely: indeed he analyzes historical facts and sociological changes in a more general and detached way. He shows only the surface of emotionless facts. At last Winterson has the possibility to reverse the problem thanks to a wider point of view, indeed her social and historical background is completely different from the others’. The double nature of Manchester refers not only to the negative distinction between “rich and poor” people, but its contrariness is also a mix of ideas (Utilitarianism, Quakerism, feminism, socialism and communism),  and positive human resources.     
The introductory phrase of the third paragraph underlines the tied relation between Manchester and the industrialization: it is the industrial city par excellence.

In the third paragraph the author sums up the main consequences of the Industrial Revolution analyzed by Toynbee in his essay The Chief Features of the Industrial Revolution: Manchester is the example of the improvement in communication and its industrial system affects the whole world, not only England.
Winterson mentions a stream, the Medlock, as Tocqueville does too. He describes however those waterways and canals to underlines the destroying construction of factories on the environment.
On the contrary Winterson refers to the positive religious meaning the Medlock had for the ancient Celts: indeed the river goddess was Mam-ceaster – and Mam is mother, is breast, life force . . . energy. 

She admires her birth place, for its life energy, but she is aware however of the terrible human cost needed to call it Cottonopolis. At page fifteen she quotes Dickens’ Hard Times to introduce the problem of pollution and workers’ terrible living conditions. As Dickens does, she uses a paratactic style: all those short phrases separated by commas create a very long period, which overwhelms the reader thanks to a growing climax. 
When the events overcome men, they feel lost. Workers lose their children, pieces of their bodies, their identities, among the host of machineries. 
