THE TITLE

Right from the title the reader can get different expectations on what the memoir is dealing with. 

The question mark has the function to underline there’s no answer to the false question Why Be Happy When You Could Be Normal? It isn’t a genuine opposition: happy isn’t the antithesis of normal. According to Winterson, to be normal would have meant losing her own identity in the working teeming mass of the industrialized system, while to be happy means to pursue happiness, what you think and feel good, to give sense to life. Her life has a past hole, as a book whose first few pages are lost forever: she wants to re-write those pages, in order to repair her sufferings. 

Since it is a memoir, real and objective facts don’t have to coincide with told and narrative events. That’s the difference between a memoir and a biography. A memoir lets the writer express her personal reactions and emotions related to past memories; it is possible to accept what made us suffer thanks to a look back into child traumas. A memoir involves not only the past, rather its consequences on the future.     

THE STRUCTURE

The memoir is made up of the component parts of the novel. It is arranged into 15 chapters. Each chapter has a title which implicitly introduce the main topic discussion and connects one chapter to the other.
There’s a particular dedication to her three mothers: the biological mother, the adoptive mother and, last but not least, the literary mother. Each one represents a fundamental part of her life. Each one covers the others’ lacks.

Three “mothers”, instead of the Mother, alerts the reader about the writer’s complexity: indeed her Manchester has a multiple faced nature; the inner time of feelings is irregular, the narration jumps from future expectations to unclear memories.  
