WHY BE HAPPY WHEN YOU COULD BE NORMAL? – J. WINTERSON
The structure
· Title

· Dedication

· Tributes

· Tributes

· Chapters

· Intermission (between chapter 12 and 13)

· Coda

Why be happy when you could be normal? is a postmodern novel written by Jeanette Winterson in 2011. It is a novel, not a autobiography so  events are described emotionally and they don’t follow a chronology but they are connected by feelings. 
Regarding the structure, right from the title the reader understands all the novel will be about a search. Indeed he/she immediately focuses the attention on the adjectives happy and normal. It seems as if they are opposite. In addition the title is a question so, the reader understands in the novel  there are two different points of view and happy and normal adopt two different meanings for two different people (Jeanette and her mother). In particular in the novel the phrase is said by the protagonist’s mother  after Jeanette said her she wanted to be happy (to follow her feelings) so the adjective normal means to be religious, not to love a girl, to read only the Bible and happy,according with Jeanette’s point of view, means to be what you want. 
After the title there is a dedication To my three mother  and tributes to all people who helped her or believed in her. Jeanette dedicated her novel to her biological mother, to her step-mother and to her literary mother. From this piece of information, the reader understands the protagonist was adopted and the consequences of adoption is one of the most important theme in the novel. It is interesting the dedication to her literary mother, Ruth Rendell. She is a writer who deals with themes like romantic obsessions, misperceived communication and the humanity of the criminal involve and her characteristic is to pay particular attention on the characters’ psychology. Maybe J. Winterson considers her a mother because she deals with the same themes:  romantic obsession (Jeanette’s mother  wanted any kind of  physical contact with her husband, her mother’s phobia of homosexuality, Jeanette’s romantic obsession for a girl)  and misperceived communication.
Another part of the structure is the subdivision of chapters: there are 15 chapters that can be subdivided in two big parts: the first eleven in which Jeanette speaks about her first 25 years. They are not arranged in chronological order but according to her emotional impact. And the second part in which Jeanette is devoted to a different narrative line: the one of the adoption and the search of the biological mother. 

But there is more. Between chapter 12 and 13 there is an intermission in which Jeanette underlines the importance of wherefore. Time is not important, so the reader understands why J. Winterson has chosen to write a memoire and not an autobiography. Indeed she thinks life is subdivided by emotions and imagination  not by years. 

The last part of the structure is the coda in which the narrator speaks about her feelings during the writing of the novel and about the meeting with her birth-mother.
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