During the previous lessons we analyzed four different texts: Jeanette Winterson’s novel Why be happy when you could be normal?, an article from the newspaper The Guardian written by Bellofiore, a page of a blog of economy and Toynbee’s essay about The Industrial Revolution. The main topics are:
The chief features of the Industrial Revolution, Toynbee: 

· Radical changes in the system of production from maritime and agrarian system to an industrialized system ( substitution of competition for the medieval regulations

· Innovations (new machines (water frame, spinning-jenny,…), the private property, consolidation of large farms

· Decrease in agricultural population ( people moved to towns, especially to the north because there were mines

· Development of communications ( creation of new canals, roads, invention of the first rail-road. 

· Bad conditions of labour ( high prices, bad hygiene, people worked 10-12 hours in bad conditions, low wages,…

· The new class of capitalists made enormous fortune
Capitalism, Blog of economy: 

· Capitalism hasn’t got a clear definition ( it means different things to different people

· Different judgments: 

· Negative: it is a racket of the ruling class (Al Capone), it had a mysterious ability to add value to itself (Marx)

· Positive: to become rich is glorious (Deng Xiaoping) 

A crisis of capitalism, Bellofiore:
· Italy’s financial problems are not home-grown
· Europe’s failings: single currency that isn’t backed by political sovereignty, a central bank that doesn’t act as a lender of last resort or finance government borrowing, Germany tend to profit from southern Europe’s deficit
· Unwillingness to refinance countries in the doldrums
· This crisis is not a financial crisis but a capitalist one. 
Why be happy when you could be normal, chapter 2, Jeanette Winterson

· Manchester has a contrariness in its spirit ( it reminds to the double faced nature of capitalism
· Manchester is in the north of England ( it was the first industrial city ( It reminds to the displacement of agricultural people (agrarian revolution)
· There were lots of innovations and it was connected with other important cities like London or Liverpool ( It reminds to innovations in communications
· Bad labour conditions
From the analysis we found some analogies between the texts. First of all each text is about Capitalism. In particular Toynbee’s essay explains when capitalism was born and when it became a problem. Indeed he said during the Industrial Revolution the great capitalists were very rich while other people lived in extreme poverty and in bad conditions (there wasn’t hygiene). It goes without saying that capitalism has a double-faced nature or even a multi-faced nature. Indeed from the page of the blog Schumpeter the reader understands capitalism hasn’t got a clear definition but it means different things to different people (there are different quotations about some people’s opinion about capitalism). Nowadays Capitalism has still a  double-faced nature and it is a current topic of discussion: in particular in Bellofiore’s article there is a description of the financial situation in Europe, with references about Italy: Bellofiore believes that financial problems in Italy and Europe are caused by a global attack on labour. There is a crisis of capitalism because there are no capitalists ready to invest on new companies, so it is impossible to create new opportunities for workers. The main cause of this system – says Bellofiore – is the German neo-mercantilism that blocks importations and induced stagnation in Europe. At the same time, capitalism is strictly connected with industrialization and the way it can produce wealth or poverty. In the book Why be happy when you could be normal? written by Jeanette Winterson, she described Manchester as “the world first industrial city” , “a good place to be born”, and underlined  that Manchester underwent a continuous process of change in time using the expression “it was all mix”: it contained all the contradictions, it was radical and repressive, untamed and at the same time connected, and it reminds to the double – faced nature of capitalism.
In conclusion we have understood that capitalism is strictly connected with the industrial revolution, indeed it “appeared” for the first time during the revolution.

