DUBLINERS – JAMES JOYCE
AN ENCOUNTER
The title

From the title the reader understands in the story will happened something unusual. Indeed the noun encounter reminds to something strange. Interesting is to notice that the narrator uses the indefinite article an, that reminds to one of the possible encounters and to something that the character doesn’t expect.
Summary

The story An encounter is the second story of Dubliners, a gathering of 15 stories written by James Joyce. 

The second story speaks about a young man who keened about The Wild West, after Joe Dillon’s introduction of the genre to the band of friends, so that every day he and his friends played Indian together and started reading West books . He liked West stories because they opened doors to escape. These stories were banned at school and when Father Butler discovered Leo Dillon reading one of them, reprimanded him. 
After that the narrator felt bored of west stories or the evening Indian games, he needed real adventures. So, he, Leo Dillon and another boy called Mahony planned a day's miching. 
The day after the narrator is the first to arrive at Canal bridge, their appointed meeting point. Mahony shows up, but Leo does not and they decided to leave without Leo. After their leaving, they walked around the town: We walked along the North Strand Road till we came to the Vitriol Works and then turned to the right along the Wharf Road. Mahony began to play the Indian as soon as we were out of public sight. He chased a crowd of ragged girls […],We came then near the river. We spent a long time walking about the noisy streets flanked by high stone walls, … but the day passed too fast and they couldn’t reach their goal: to visit the Pigeon House. So they decided to rest in a deserted field when a man reached them and started speaking about the weather, about girls and bad boys, … in particular he said that Mahony is a wicked little boy, starting speaking about whipping boys. The boy waited until the man finishes to leave him, but as he went away up the slope he feared that the old man will run after him and seize him, while he was calling Mahony and when he looked him coming he was very happy but I was penitent; for in my heart I had always despised him a little.
Setting

The setting of this story is, logically enough, Dublin. In addition to the title of the book  Dubliners, the reader understands it because during the story are quoted some typical places like The Pigeon House (the generating station), The Smoothing Iron (the entry of a beach), … The story developed around Dublin but, in particular, in a big and desolated field.
Main characters

The narrator: he is a young unnamed boy who dreamt to escape because he was bored of the routine and of the school. 
Mahony: the narrator’s friend and companion of the adventure. He dreamt to escape too and he is a bit violent (as the old man said) and hyperactive (he is always moving) 

The old man: the man that was met by the narrator and his friend. He seems a poor man (he wears poor clothes) and old (his mustache are grey) and he doesn’t put up with bad boys. He is considered a pervert because of his fixation on erotic novels, girlfriends and whipping.
The narrator

The story is narrated by a first person narrator that coincides with the protagonist. A young and unnamed boy.  So the point of view and the observation coincides with the one of a young boy. 
Themes

The prison of routine: the protagonist of the story wants to escape because he was bored of his boring life. It is an important theme because it permits the start of the story but it also reappears in the second part of the story, when the two young boys meet the old man. Indeed when he had gone on for perhaps fifty paces he turned about and began to retrace his steps. It means that is impossible to escape from routine. 
The desire for escape: it is a consequence of the first theme (the prison of routine). Indeed the protagonist that was bored of his common life, wants to escape and find new adventures. But when he realized it he discovered that adventures may be disturbing. 
THE DEAD 
The title

From the title the reader may understand that will happened something negative in the story, because it reminds to death.  
Summary
The story The Dead  is the last story of Dubliners, a gathering of 15 stories written by James Joyce. This story speaks about an annual dance and dinner party in the Morkan sisters’ home. Julia and Kate (the sisters) particularly await the arrival of their  nephew Gabriel and his wife, Gretta. The party starts and, after some times, a piano performance by Mary Jane (the niece of the two sisters) takes place. The guests start dancing and Gabriel dances with Mrs Ivors, a University teachers who embarrasses Gabriel called him “West Briton” for writing literary reviews for a conservative newspaper. When dinner is ready Gabriel assumes his place at the head of the table to carve the goose. After everyone eats, Gabriel delivers his speech, in which he praises Kate, Julia, and Mary Jane for their hospitality. Later, guests begin to leave, and Gabriel tells a story about his grandfather and his horse but he notices that Gretta stands transfixed by the song sings in the drawing room. When Gabriel and Gretta leave Morkan’s house, they arrive at an hotel where Gretta doesn’t share his romantic inclinations so Gabriel asks her what the problem is. She answered that the song reminds to a boy who got to known when she lived at Galway, that was dead for her. So Gabriel relaxes him on the bed and starts thinking about his life and mortality.  
Setting

The setting of this story is, logically enough, Dublin. In particular the biggest part of the story developed in the Morkan sisters’ home, even if the most important event of the story (Gabriel’s thoughts about life) takes place in an hotel.
Main characters

Gabriel Conroy: the protagonist of the story. The nephew of  Morkan sisters. A tall and fat man with black hair and gold glasses. He is a multi-faced character indeed he is considered differently by the other charascters. To his aunts, he is a loving family man while to Miss Ivors, Lily and his wife, Gretta, he is less able to forge a connection, and his attempts often become awkward, and even offensive.
Gretta Conroy:  Gabriel’s wife. Gretta plays a minor role for most of the story, until the conclusion where she is the focus of Gabriel’s thoughts and actions
Julia Morkan: One of the aging sisters who is the owner of the house in which the annual dance party developed. She has a grey and sullen appearance.
Kate Morkan: the other sister who is the owner of the house in which the annual dance party took place. She is vivacious but constantly worries about her sister, Julia, and the happiness of the guests. She has lots of wrinkles and brown hair.
The narrator

The story is told by a third person omniscient intrusive narrator, indeed the speaking voice knows all the character’s feelings and thoughts and he comments the story. 

Themes
Death: the thought of death lowers a shadow on the present putting the attention on the mistakes and failures that people make generation after generation. 
Betrayal: Gabriel feels betrayed by his wife’s emotional thoughts about an old friend. This feeling evokes a sense of displacement.
The eulogy of the past: Gabriel complains the present age in which hospitality like the one of the Morkan family is undervalued, but at the same time he insists that people must not linger on the past, but embrace the present. In addition he encourages a tribute to the past  of hospitality.
