PENELOPE – J. JOYCE
Penelope is an extract taken from the last part of James Joyce’s Ulysses. It belongs to the third part of the structure called nosthos that reminds to the classical epic poems in which are told the adventures of the Greek heroes  in the returning at home. 
The title Penelope reminds to the ancient myth of Homer’s Odyssey, and in particular to the wife of Ulysses. In the same way, in this extract Penelope is the wife of the protagonist Leopold Bloom. However the two female characters are completely different (as well as the two male characters): the Homer’s one reminds to fidelity while the Joyce’s one cheats more and more time her husband. Right from this the reader understand Joyce makes an ironic use of the Homer’s myth. 

Returning to the analysis of the extract, the first thing the reader focuses his/her attention on is the absence of paragraphs, division and punctuation and the deviation from normal spelling (line 10 whatll). Joyce uses it to make the interior monologue more realistic. To tell the truth there are some connectors as for example the copulate and, that underlines the way in which Molly is remembering: she thinks through images which follow each other.

 The speaking voice is Penelope who is trying to fall asleep and so the whole text is written in 1st person. 
Her half conscious thoughts shift from the present (what an unearthly hour; they’re just getting up in China; well soon have the nuns; …) to her past youth in Gibraltar (he said the day we were lying among the rhododendrons) without a logic. It is a free association of ideas. 
Regarding the language, Joyce uses the language of sense impression and so the extract is full of sensual descriptive details. For example the words flowers, smell, Jessamine reminds to the sense of smell, the words ringing, cockshout, rushing, reminds to hearing, the words pink, yellow, violet, white reminds to sight and finally the words kiss, put my arms reminds to touch. So the reader understands that all the senses are considered but the more used is hearing. Indeed it isn’t evocated only by words, but the whole text is characterized by a rhythm, in particular the one of the last lines from 62 to the end, sounds like a crescendo. 
A frequent sound is given by the word yes who is repeated in the whole text but in particular in the last two lines (8 times) that culminates in the last yes which seems to sum up Molly’s sensuality. It represents the leitmotiv. 
To conclude, the technique used by Joyce to convey Molly’s monologue is the more complete experiment of stream of consciousness method. He tried to represent the natural and disordered sequence of thoughts. 

