AFTER THE RACE

After the Race is the fifth short story in James Joyce’s Dubliners. The following are the main topics: Nationalism in Ireland at the turn of the 20th century; Dublin as an ‘incomplete’ capital; the theme of class and money. 

“He was about twenty-six years of age, with a soft, light-brown moustache and rather innocent-looking grey eyes. His father, who had begun life as an advanced Nationalist, had modified his views early. He had made his money as a butcher in Kingstown, and by opening shops in Dublin and in the suburbs he had made his money many times over. He had also been fortunate enough to secure some of the police contracts and in the end he had become rich enough to be alluded to in the Dublin newspapers as a merchant prince. He had sent his son to England to be educated in a big Catholic college and had afterwards sent him to Dublin University to study law. Jimmy did not study very earnestly and took to bad courses for a while. He had money and he was popular; and he divided his time curiously between musical and motoring circles. Then he had been sent for a term to Cambridge to see a little life. His father, remonstrative, but covertly proud of the excess, had paid his bills and brought him home. It was at Cambridge that he had met Ségouin. They were not much more than acquaintances as yet, but Jimmy found great pleasure in the society of one who had seen so much of the world and was reputed to own some of the biggest hotels in France. Such a person (as his father agreed) was well worth knowing, even if he had not been the charming companion he was. Villona was entertaining also - a brilliant pianist - but, unfortunately, very poor.

                                                                                                                                                                   ”

After the Race tells the story of Jimmy Doyle, a 26-year-old Irishman, and his pursuit of class and wealth and life, towards the empty worldliness in which he has grown up. The story starts in medias res, as Joyce used to do (see The dead or Eveline) just as the motor car race of the Gordon Bennet racing cup outside Dublin has finished. The third person external narrator provides the reader with the characters’ self presentation. Segouin a Frenchman, his cousin Riviere a Canadian, a Hungarian called Villona, Jimmy Doyle (who are all car riders); successively Farley, an American, and Routh, and English man, will be part of the end of the plot. Jimmy is the son of a wealthy former butcher. Jimmy’s father was once a Nationalist, but that he had modified his views early on. He has not only several butcher shops, but also contracts with the police. The reader has to know the importance of these contracts, the police in Ireland at the time would have been considered British police, paid for by the crown, fervently anti Nationalist. The father has put his political views aside in favour of money and a will to succeed financially. As it has been said before, Jimmy has grown up in wealth: he has been educated in England, and then studied law at Dublin University (Trinity), where he also spent a term in Cambridge, but he wasn’t a good student. In Cambridge he met Segouin, whose family own hotels in France. Jimmy’s father approved and supported this friendship, because he wanted to invest money in Segouin’s motor business in France, believing there were a lot of money to be made.

After the race they drive the car back to Mr Doyle’s home. Jimmy is happy that he has been seen by his friends in the company of these Continentals. Indeed motor cars at the early 1900s were generally considered a luxury item, here serving as the symbol of the richer. They have dinner in the Doyle’s and the scene is full of cute manners and conventional human relationships between the Continentals, who are culturally high educated, and the Dubliners who can only will to be like them. After the dinner the four men meet an Englishman called Routh who had also met Segouin in Cambridge. They decide to go to a public bar. Jimmy argues with Routh on the matter of Irish Nationalism. As tempers between Routh and Jimmy get hotter, it is Segouin who cools things down by lifting his glass for a toast in the name of Humanity. They leave the bar and as they are walking along Stephen’s Green they meet another man, an American called Farley who knew Riviere. Farley invites them all to a card game on his yacht. While on the yacht and still drinking Jimmy makes a speech, and everyone claps, but Jimmy can’t remember what he spoke about. The card game begins. Jimmy will be the biggest loser. Anyway it is already a new day.

“It was a terrible game. They stopped just before the end of it to drink for luck. Jimmy understood that the game lay between Routh and Ségouin. What excitement! Jimmy was excited too; he would lose, of course. How much had he written away? The men rose to their feet to play the last tricks, talking and gesticulating. Routh won. The cabin shook with the young men’s cheering and the cards were bundled together. They began then to gather in what they had won. Farley and Jimmy were the heaviest losers. 
    He knew that he would regret it in the morning, but at present he was glad of the rest, glad of the dark stupor that would cover up his folly. He leaned his elbows on the table and rested his head between his hands, counting the beats of his temples. The cabin door opened and he saw the Hungarian standing in a shaft of grey light: -Daybreak, gentlemen! 

                                                                              “
Joyce highlights the vane and paralyzing desire for money, in both Jimmy and his father. Jimmy has lost in the card game, while trying to achieve wealth and the father has given up his nationalist beliefs, sold out Ireland, in the interest of commerce. 

 The protagonist Jimmy Doyle wants to enter the cosmopolitan society and be a concrete part of it, but this ends in failure: he becomes drunk and unable to manage the card game, and he ends up losing heavily to the Englishman Routh whom he earlier challenged. The story can thus be seen as skeptical about the aspirations of Irish Nationalism to make an independent Ireland the equal of other countries. Generally speaking, man is paralyzed in false conventions and believes, which lead him to fail.
Unlike most of the other stories in Dubliners,"After the Race" is not highly regarded by most critics, who believe that Joyce was describing here a social class (the very wealthy) about which he knew very little.

Still, it is consistent with the other stories in the collection with regard to both theme and symbolism. Jimmy is the personification of the theme of paralysis by not progressing in any real way. Jimmy's parents have used the money earned by his father in the butcher trade to send him to highly regarded schools, and yet Jimmy seems to have learned very little. From the opening scene, in which Jimmy cannot hear the driver and his cousin in the front seat over the noise of the car itself, the reader has a sense of Jimmy's half-baked membership in the group. The French team probably tolerates Jimmy strictly because of the money that he has promised to invest in Segouin's company (false values(social alienation).
Other examples of paralysis are: 

1) A racing car goes nowhere

2)  The yacht remains at anchor.
It seems Jimmy is accomplishing much on the night after the race (the dinner and the party on the yacht with the rich Continentals), but firstly the reader can note that the bourgeois class values are false, disloyal and self interested. Jimmy, as well as Gabriel, is so interested in his own affairs that he can’t really get in touch with life or other figures (see the relationship between Gabriel and his wife Gretta). In second place the expectations for the luxury night fall to a general failure. In fact, he is worse off at the end of After the Race than he was at the beginning, having lost all his money at cards. Because it was this money that made him acceptable to the team in the first place, his flirtation with Continental glamour is probably near its end.

It’s interesting to note how Symbolism works on apparently unimportant details. The French driver has a line of shining white teeth in contrast to the yellow or brown teeth seen on Irish characters. The reader should keep in his mind that yellow and brown are being colors of decay and paralysis according to Joyce. 


 


