
THE DUBLINERS: structure

Dubliners by James Joyce is composed by fifteen short stories and it was published in 1914. 

The topic is the Dubliners, as the title suggests, so the narrator gives an accurate description of the different types of people who lived in the city.

Stories are told using the first person narrator or the third person narrator: the guide line which connect the stories is the age of the protagonists: the first stories in the collection are narrated by child protagonists, and as the stories continue, they concerns of older people. So, the book can be divided in four different section, in relation to the age of the narrator and to the theme faced:

· Section I: Childhood (“The Sisters,” “An Encounter,” and “Araby”
· Section II: Adolescence (“Eveline,” “After the Race,” “Two Gallants,” and “The Boarding House.” )
· Section III: Maturity (“A Little Cloud,” “Counterparts,” “Clay,” and “A Painful Case.” )
· Section IV: Public Life (“Ivy Day in the Committee Room,” “A Mother,” “Grace,” “The Dead.”)
The setting is realistic and it allows the reader to focus the character in the place they live.

In addition everything is told by the point of view of the protagonist but there are no judgments so the reader can comes to his or her conclusion about the fact told.

The main themes of the stories are failure and frustration: the protagonist cannot obtain what he or she would like and, at the end, something happens that always is the opposite situation which the character wants.

A MOTHER

PLOT

This story is a war of wills between Mrs. Kearney, a difficult woman who married Mr. Kearney, an older man and a bootmaker, and Mr. Holohan, the assistant secretary of the Eire Abu Society. He needs a pianist for a concert and the daughter of Mrs. Kearney was quite good. So Mrs. Kearney tries to promote her daughter's musical career. A contract was drawn up, in which it was agreed that Kathleen would be paid four guineas for playing.

Mrs. Kearney took an active role in the planning. When the concert’s success is in doubt, Mrs. Kearney insists that Kathleen be

paid before she performs, delaying the start of the concert. The battle of wills ends when Mrs. Kearney refuses to let Kathleen play for the second half of the concert because she has only been paid half of her fee. 

NARRATIVE TECHNIQUE
The story is told in third person omniscient narrator. He describes everything in the particularity, both actions and thought of the characters.

SETTING

The house of the protagonists and the theatre where the concert takes place.

MAIN CHARACTERS

Mrs. Kearney: the mother of Kathleen. She is a difficult woman who has an inflexible approach to life. She wouldn’t choose an husband (she marries her husband just to be married, not because of love) and she pretends that her daughter is paid as an artist, and doing so, she compromises her career and reputation.

Kathleen: a young girl who plays the piano and are called for four concerts. She is succubus of the mother that takes every decision for her.

Mr. Holohan: he assistant secretary of the Eire Abu Society who has to organized a series of concert and for the organization, at the end, depends on Mrs. Kearney who does what she want in the interests of the daughter.

THEMES

“A Mother” critiques the social profile of Mrs. Kearney who her immense efforts to organize and perfect are not motivated by an ambition to succeed, but by a concern with status and appearance. The concert provides Mrs. Kearney with an ideal opportunity to let Kathleen shine in the society. She represent also the break between the two gender, men and women. In fact she is underrated because of she is a woman and then she doesn’t behave as she might do. In fact Mrs. Kearney wants to ensure her daughter the adequate rights, but she also must appear ladylike and for her this is impossible.

THE DEATH

PLOT

Miss Kate Morkan and Miss Julian Morkan are sisters and they are oganizing the annual dance for Christmas. The dance is always huge: family, musicians, and the members of Julia's choir take part to the event. 

Late in the evening, Gabriel, the nephew of the two women and his wife Gretta arrive. Then Freddy arrives.

During the evening, Gabriel dances with Miss Ivors who, after a discussion, calls him a West Briton (an Anglo-Irishman who favors Ireland remaining a colony).

After the dinner, the song sung and the dance danced, a famous tenor sings "The Lass of Aughrim”, a song which strikes Gretta. Her husband is full of amorous thought for the woman but she seems sad. The reason is that the song recalls her a boy she once knew and loved that is dead. His name was Michael Furey. Gabriel asks how the boy died, and she tells him the story. Later, Gabriel watches her sleep. He feels insignificant in her life; a man died for her love and he understands he had never felt something like that for a woman. He knows also that they are old. The face she has now is not "the face for which Michael Furey had braved death". He thinks about mortality, and his two lovely old aunts. Soon, he'll return to that house for their funerals. Outside, it snows. He realizes that the love of Michael, even if he is dead, is realer than the love of Gabriel who is alive."His soul swooned slowly as he heard the snow falling faintly through the universe and faintly falling, like the descent of their last end, upon all the living and the dead".

NARRATIVE TECHNIQUE
The story is told by the third person narrator. It could be considered omniscient because he can read the feelings of the protagonist, Gabriel.

SETTING

The story is set in an house of the middle class owned by Julia and Kate who organize the traditional Christmas party. Outside it snows and, at the end, when Gabriel and Gretta are in a room rent for the night, the weather arise gloomy thoughts about life and death.
MAIN CHARACTERS

Aunt Kate: a woman, lady of the house where the party takes place, and aunt of Gabriel. During the evening, she and her sister don’t want any discussion about politic and religion.

Aunt Julia: a woman, lady of the house where the party takes place, aunt of Gabriel and an old singer. During the evening, she and her sister don’t want any discussion about politic and religion. In particular, Julia represent the death who is arriving.

Gabriel: the real protagonist of the story. He is the nephew of Kate and Julia and the husband of Gretta. He is a proud intellectual who wants to be better than the others but he is frustrated because of the ignorance of the other people that belongs to the same social class. After the reflection of mortality, he realizes that in his life he cannot find love and that life is short and you can be remembered only if you are different from who live in the tradition.

Gretta Conroy: she is the wife of Gabriel. She lived a love story when she was young but her boyfriend died for her, to see her one last time, for their love.

THEMES

In the story there is the sensation to live in a world where positive values doesn’t exist. Cleverness, knowledge and sensibility are not so important in relation with utilitarism, apparences and boredom. The protagonists of the story are Dubliners, as the title of the novel suggests. They stand for the middle class where the tradition dominates time.  No trasformation can happen until they stay in that situation. In addition in this part of the novel, comes out some of the most important characteristic of the people who lives in Dublin in that period: poverty, the political division, criticism of the church.


