STUDY RESOURCES

Epiphany
Epiphany is the twelfth Night/Day (6-01) ( the three Wise Men, the Magi, visited Jesus.

Etymology: from the Greek word epiphainein, ‘to manifest’ ( revelation of divine entities, of God, of the whole shape of the universe, of the unity of all created things, of TRUTH.

According to Joyce, epiphany is a froze moment of impressionism: so it is related to emotional tension.

From McMillan online dictionary:

impressionism

1

ART a style of painting in which artists use light and colour to give the general feeling of a scene, rather

 HYPERLINK "http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/british/direct/?q=than" \o "than" than exact detail. Impressionism began in France in the middle of the 19th century.
2

MUSIC a style of music that uses sound to produce feelings and moods, rather than concentrating on the

 HYPERLINK "http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/british/direct/?q=structure" \o "structure" structure of the music. Impressionism developed in France at the end of the 19th century.
A young James Joyce wrote Stephen Hero (the early version of A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man), a fiction whose hero is Stephen Daedalus. By an epiphany he meant a SUDDEN SPIRITUAL MANIFESTATION DUE TO APPARENTLY UNIMPORTANT OBJECTIVE DETAILS.
Details cause a moment of impressionism: it follows that all that has gone before in the story achieves new meaning, and the reader can understand something more about the characters’ psychological condition.

Indeed epiphanies can heavily afflict one’s sensitiveness and emotions.
Joyce’s impressionistic details VS lengthy descriptions in the traditional 19th century fiction

Joyce’s characters’ speech are elliptical, fragmentary, ungrammatical, often empty and meaningless, accompanied by bodily signals and specific gestures.

VS

19th century fictional characters’ speech were in full sentences or even in paragraphs

In Joyce’s stories the plot is minimal. Details acquire a basic function to convey an overall effect or psychological and inadvertent (‘non intenzionali’) revelations.

ALLUSIVE CONVERSATIONS + SETTING ( IRONIC SIGNIFICANCE ( SYMBOLISM 

According to Bernard Richards, from the English Review, epiphany is a sudden and flashing insight, a spiritual perception. 
Epiphanies are unattended moments, sudden lights.
