Do you know what an epic poem is?
Yes, I do. The most important features of an epic poem are: a long narrative, elevated style, celebration of the deeds of a hero, description of an aristocratic, military society; type-scenes: the banquet, the battle, the voyage and the funeral.
Which epic poems do you know? What you remember about them? 
I know the epic poems: Iliad and Odysey written by homer and the epic poem Aeneid written by Virgilio.
The Aeneid is an epic poem of latin culture written by the poet and philosopher Virgil in the first century b.c. , that tells the legendary history of Aeneas, Trojan hero son of Anchises, fled after the fall of the city of Troy, who travel to the Mediterranean up to Lazio, becoming the ancestor of the Roman people.

The Iliad is an epic poem attributed to Homer, it tells the story of a brief period about the history of the Trojan war, happened in fifty-one days during the last year of the war, of which the wrath of Achilles is the main topic of the poem.
The Odyssey is one of the Greeks epic poems attributed to the poet Homer. It tells the events of the hero Odysseus, after the end of the Trojan War, narrated in the Iliad.
What sort of society does epic poetry describe?

The primary task of this literary genre was essentially a civil task, it wanted to provide to the community, the right examples to follow. The epic poem was based on a fair society and warlike.
What values do epic poems promote?

They promote loyalty, integrity and altruism.

What kind of society is presented in Beowulf?

It presents a warrior society in which the relationship between the leader or king and his warriors, is founded on provision and service. This society is strongly defined in terms of kinship.

When was the poem written down?

Beowulf is the oldest surviving Anglo-Saxon epic poem. Its origins are mysterious: the identity of its author is unknown and scholars are unsure of its precise date of composition. It is thought to have been composed by a single Christian author for a Christian audience in Anglo-Saxon England any time from the 8th to the 11th century, but the first recorded written version dates from 11th century.

What are the many settings of the poem?

The actions of the poem take place in Scandinavia, but the poem itself was probably written in Northumbria, an important Anglo-Saxon kingdom and home to Roman Catholic monks who reinterpreted the story in a Christian way.
How are the various characters presented? 
Beowulf is praised for his courage, endurance and generosity, which determine his nobility and establish the courtly ideal of the warrior.

During the poem several monsters appear. The first one is Grendel who is described as a being “of the night” wherever he moves he is surrounded by darkness. Grendel’s mother looks a bit like a woman, she lives with her son in a supernatural lake filled with sea-dragons, and the poison in her blood dissolves any sword used against her. The last monstrous creature is a winged, fire-breathing, serpentine dragon.
What themes are they linked with?

Beowulf represents goodness, while the three monsters that he kills stand for evil. The greatness of a human being is judged by the greatness of his deeds and his noble ancestry. 

