Beowulf is the longest epic poem in old English. More than 3,000 lines long, it relates the deeds oh his eponymous hero and his battles with the monster, named Grendel, with Grendel’s mother and with a dragon who was guarding a hoard of treasure.
The poem is organized into three acts; it opens in Denmark where Grendel is terrorizing the kingdom. Beowulf hears his neighbor’s plight and sails to their aid with a crew of warriors.

In the poem, Beowulf is the only one able to survive dangers, the mightiest man on earth, high-born and powerful. So reading the poem, the reader can understand that Beowulf has noble origin; he is a hero. Beowulf represents Anglo-Saxon people: he is courageous, he is strong and he does not fear death: physical values of Anglo-Saxon civilization.
He is powerful so nobody on earth can stop him. So he announced his plan: he needed somebody to defend. He needed a boat that would ply the waves. He was the leader of his fourteen men and, after he had loaded a cargo of weapons, they sailed to Denmark.
Reading the lines from 19 to 23, the reader can understand that the Anglo-Saxons were loyal to their chief, they were courageous and strong as was their leader.

Reading line number 11 the reader can see that the poem was set in the pagan world of the sixth century: Beowulf and his crew “inspected omes” and spurred his ambition to go.

Their war boat is speedy so the reader can understand that the Anglo-Saxons were warriors because the boat of Beowulf is compared to a bird: birds are speed when they fly, at the same time Beowulf’s boat flew as far as do birds.

It covered the distance during one day and moored their ship at the due hour. So readers can understand the Anglo-Saxons were very organized people and they were able to finish in time what they wanted to do. (creates)
The description of the land imagine of Denmark’s landscape.

Reading the lines from 34 to 35, the reader can understand that even if the poem was set in the pagan world, it contains echoes of Christian traditions. Beowulf and his crew “thanked God for the easy crossing an a calm sea”.

The contemporary reader can reflect and compare the two different worlds of the 11th century and the world of 2014.     
