OPTION: A

Richard I succeed his father Henry II in 1189. He led England for a year because Richard I took part in the Third Crusade. His brother John tried to usurp his place. When Richard I died, leaving no heirs to the throne in 1199, John  was appointed by English and Norman barons to be king. John wasn’t a good successor: he raised baron’s taxes and his defense on French territories was ineffective. In 1215 a rebellion started. People invaded London and forced the King to sign the Magna Carta.

The Magna Carta is a document which reduced the royal power and said that a royal person is as much under the rule of law as one. An article of the Magna Carta is the Habeas Corpus. Nowadays the Magna Carta is the basis of our law and order.

When the term came first into widespread use of medieval England, a writ of Habeas Corpus was used to force someone to appear to a court and testify.

Habeas Corpus is a Latin term which means that “you should have the body”;  it is a principle which says that the Parliament must present an accused or/and arrested person before an impartial judge in court and prove that there exists a just cause to hold that person against his or her will. If you are being arrested unlawfully, you can request a writ of Habeas Corpus and, if your appeal is accepted by the court, the Parliament must bring you to that court and present a compelling reason to hold you. If they cannot, they must set you free. The Habeas Corpus also refers to a federal court that can cancel or discuss a decision made by lower state court.

The writ of Habeas Corpus cannot be suspended without a compelling reason. It can be suspended in time of civil war, when it is declared. An example of “NO Habeas Corpus” was the Civil War declared by Abraham Lincoln who ordered his men to arrest everyone he thought to be dangerous.

Unfortunately Habeas Corpus is not used into every “dispute” today. Recently Russian President Putin, suspended the writ of Habeas Corpus for his civil war.

As we can see from TV news, Magna Carta and Habeas Corpus are alive still today.  

