Main features of the Renaissance
What? Renaissance (= re-birth)


When? 14th-17th century


Where? Italy and after in the North 


Why? Need to find new answers


Who? All Europeans





RENAISSANCE MEANS:


Interest in classical culture


New discoveries


Revival of learning


New answers to main questions


Duality soul-body


Centrality of man





THE GREAT CHAIN OF BEING





POLITICAL CHANGES





HUMANISM





DOCTRINE OF IMITATION





PROTESTANT REFORMATION





FIVE INTERRELATED ISSUES





Hierarchic order (“matter” and “spirit”)


Macrocosm: world made up of four elements


Man as a microcosm


Illnesses: imbalance or disorder of humours





Political purpose: to keep order


End of feudalism (typical in Middle Ages)


New monarchies (north) and oligarchy (Italy)


Civil rebellion ( break of the Chain





Humanae litterae


On the dignity of man – Pico della Mirandola


Centrality of man


New values (social, moral, political action)





Imitation of classical genres to teach


Recovery of genres, models, languages


Revival of significant literary forms


Definitive moral values in classical antiquity





Martin Luther


Reform of the Church (Erasmus)


Bible’s translation in different languages


Pope and Church’s authority rejection
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