
School Life for a 13 year old British Boy  

My School is a mixed 11-18 school. There about 1,150 students in my school, 

including 200 in the sixth form. It is called a Technology College and 

specialises in Computers and Maths. My school has over 1200 computers 

(including over 400 tablet PC's)  

I am in Year 8 and at the end of Key Stage 3 (a year earlier than normal). I 

am presently having to decide what GCSEs I would like to start working 

towards. I sit my GCSE exams next year instead of the year after when 

most other people of my age will be doing them. 

Some subjects are compulsory like Maths, English, Science and a foreign 

language. I am not sure what other GSCEs I will be taking. I will have to 

decide soon.  

My School Day 

I leave home at 6:45 and walk 20 minutes to catch a bus to school. The bus 

is a special one just for kids going to my school. The journey on the bus 

takes an hour because it has to keep stopping to pick up other students 

along the way. 

When I arrive at school, I collect my Tablet PC from the Flexi (Flexiable 

Learning Centre). Then I go to my Tutor Room for Registration at 8:30.  

What is registration? 

The attendance of every child attending school each 

morning and afternoon is recorded in a special book.  

The teacher reads out each child’s name in turn. On 

hearing his/her name, the child replies 'yes Mrs. 

(teacher's name)' and the teacher notes down in the 

book whether the child is in school or not. 

We listen to announcements to see what special things are happening at 

school today or this week.  
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At about 8:50 we leave Tutor Room to go to our First Period. Every day I 

have a different Lesson the first period. Normally it is Humanities but I 

also have Maths, Drama and Music, and French on the other days. Each 

period lasts an hour.  

All my lessons are in different rooms and places around the school. Each 

Room either has a three digit number or a name. The numbers are very hard 

to remember!. I have different teachers for each lesson. I have a locker 

where I can store some of my stuff but otherwise I have to carry it all 

around with my in my bags.  

Swipe Cards 

Every Student carries a swipe card. We swipe into every lesson to let the 

school know that we have attended that certain lesson and to know where 

we are in case of emergencies.  

On the Swipe Card there are two stripes, a black and a brown. The brown is 

to swipe into lessons and the black is to get into the toilets and buildings. 

We can put money on our Swipe cards instead of carrying cash around. 

When we want to pay for snacks at the Tuck Shop or canteen we just hand 

over our cards and they deduct the money.  

Subjects 

Maths, English Science ICT 

Drama Music Art PE 

Humanities (History, Geography, and 

Religion) 

French or Spanish 

Time Table  

9:00 1st Period 

10:00 2nd Period 

11:00 - 11:20 Break 

During break, I have a snack and play and chat with my friends. Usually we 

play 'IT' a chasing game. Snow ball fight when it snows is dead fun.  



11:20 3rd Period 

12:30 4th Period 

1:30 - 2:10 Lunch 

I bring a packed lunch to school but occasionally I have school dinners in the 

School Canteen.  

2:10 5th Period 

3:10 End of School  

Sometimes I stay after school for clubs. 

Canteen 

The Canteen is open at Lunch Time and Break Time. Most hot food is served 

only at lunch time. Chips are only available on Mondays and Fridays.  

Tablet PC 

We don't use our Tablet PCs in all lessons because some rooms do not have 

enough power sockets. We use the Tablets to do our work on and to search 

the Internet. Our Tablet PCs are connected to a Network so we can send 

our work straight to our teachers. and they can send them back with their 

comments.  

Written by Erik 

What different types of schools 

do you have in England?  

Children's education in England is normally divided into two separate stages. 

They begin with primary education at the age of five and this usually lasts 

until they are eleven. Then they move to secondary school, there they stay 

until they reach sixteen, seventeen or eighteen years of age.  

The main categories of school are:- 

 local authority maintained schools (State Schools) 

Free to all children between the ages of 5 - 16  
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 independent schools. (Private/Public Schools) 

Parents pay for their children's' education.  

State Schools 

In the UK 93% of the children in England and Wales go to "state schools". 

State schools are non fee-paying, funded from taxes and most are 

organised by Local Authorities (LA). 

Parents are expected to make sure that their child has a pen, pencil, ruler 

etc. but the cost of other more specialised equipment, books, examination 

fees are covered by the school. 

Parents are, however, expected to pay for their child's school uniform and 

items of sports wear. Charges may also be made for music lessons and for 

board and lodgings on residential trips. Schools may ask for voluntary 

contributions for school time activities - but no pupil may be left out of an 

activity if their parents or guardian cannot or do not contribute.  

Primary schools (5 - 11 year olds) 

In the UK, the first level of education is known as primary education. These 

are almost always mixed sex, and usually located close to the child's home. 

Children tend to be with the same group throughout the day, and one 

teacher has responsibility for most of the work they do. 

Parents are strongly encouraged to help their children, particularly with 

reading and writing, and small amounts of homework are set to all children, 

even during the early years at school.  

Secondary schools (11 - 16 year olds) 

Most children transfer at the age of 11 - usually to their nearest secondary 

school, though the law allows parents in England and Wales to express 

preferences for other schools too. A place has to be offered at the 

parents' preferred school unless the school has more applicants than places; 

in that case it will admit the children who have the highest priority under 

its published admission arrangements which can vary a little in different 

places. 
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Most secondary schools cater for both sexes. They tend to be much larger 

than primary schools. 

Nearly 88 per cent of secondary school pupils in England go to 

comprehensive schools, as do all pupils in Wales. These take children of all 

abilities and provide a wide range of secondary education for all or most of 

the children in a district from 11 to 16 or 18. All children in Scotland go to 

non-selective schools. 

Grammar Schools are selective, they offer academically oriented general 

education. Entrance is based on a test of ability, usually at 11 (11+). Grammar 

schools are single sexed schools i.e. Children either go to a boys Grammar 

School or a Girls Grammar School. There are grammar schools in Northern 

Ireland and some parts of England. 

Fee Paying Schools  

Independent Schools  

7% of the children in England go to independent schools. Independent 

schools are known as private schools and public schools . Parents pay for 

their children to attend these schools.  

Nursery/Kindergarten 2 to 4 years 

Pre-preparatory 3 or 4 to 7 years 

Preparatory 7 to 11 or 13 years 

Public 11 or 13 to 18 years  

Prep Schools 

A preparatory school is a school to prepare pupils to go to a public school.  

Public Schools 

A public school is an independent secondary school. Public schools in England 

are not run by the government. The entrance exams used by most public 

schools are known as Common Entrance exams and are taken at the age of 

11 (girls) or 13 (boys). 

The most famous public schools are Eton, Harrow and Winchester.  
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Higher Education 

Around 30% of the 18 to 19 year olds enter full-time higher education. The 

formal entry requirements to most degree courses are two A-levels at 

grade E or above. In practice, most offers of places require qualifications in 

excess of this. 

 


