




ANALYSIS OF “THE MILLER”

The Miller is an additional character of the pilgrimage. 

The first think the reader can Know about the miller is his weight: at line 1 “The miller was a chap of sixteen stones”. 

The second thing the narrator tells to the reader his the miller’s structure building therefore his physical structure. From line 2 to line 7 the reader can know the things the miller can do with his physical structure and how it is. All the adjectives convey the idea of something strong that permitted him to win the ram. Thanks to his build he could have positive results: at line 4 “and win the ram at any wrestling show”. An additional character the narrator exploits refers to his sign that was “broad and knotty” (line 5) and is strength is underlined by the adjective knotty. His strength allowed him to take the hinge of doors off: from line 5 to line 7 “broad, knotty, and short-shouldered, he would boast he could heave any door off hinge and post, or take a run and break it with is head”. 

In short, right from the first part of the characterisation the narrator wants to convey the idea that the miller made himself respective mostly thanks to his strength. 

Going on with the characterisation the narrator shift the attention to hid beard. His beard is compared to a red colour hair like the once of a sow or a fox. The narrator adds that it was broad and again he compares it to a spade. His nose displays a wart. All the details the narrator exploits are ment to ridicule and parody the character that turns out a puppet. The description of his nose is disgusting. The narrator insists to comparing a human being to the most disgusting animals, it goes without saying that the narrator doesn’t appreciate any feature of the character. 

Even in the description of his nostrils the narrator seems to remain a pig more than a man and this is the introduction of the characterisation. 

Line 14th and 15th tell the reader that the miller has a sword and a buckler like a furnace door. Maybe the miller used the buckler to protect himself from other people because in the following lines the reader can know the miller’s behaviour. At lines 16 and 17 “a wrangler and buffoon, he had a store of tavern stories, filthy in the main”. At line 18 “his was a master-hand at stealing grain”, the reader can know that the miller was a thief and that “he felt it with his thumb and thus he knew its quality and took three times its due”. After the description of his behaviour, the narrator tells us the miller’s clothing and what he likes doing. At lines 22 and 23 “he wore a hood of blue and white coat. He liked to play bagpipes up and down.”
