THE WIFE OF BATH

The wife is one of the characters going on a pilgrimage to Canterbury that Geoffrey Chaucer introduced into the prologue to the Tales.

Right from the title the reader understands that he prefers to the woman status and that characters on town is Bath, a tourist resort of England.

The introduction of the character underlines that the woman was worthy and it’s reinforced by the alliteration of the sound “w”. This aspect is underlining during all the text.

Analysis of the second part: from line 9 to line 32.

The narrator continues the description of the woman with her clothes and appearance: from line 9 to line 13 “Her kerchiefs were of finely woven ground; I dared have sworn they weighted a good ten pound, the ones she wore on Sunday, on her head. Her hose were of the finest scarlet red and gartered tight; her shoes were soft and new.” All these clothes make the reader understand how worthy the woman was and it seems to be what the narrator wants to underline. Everything she wears is precious and expensive. Her clothes show that she pays attention on her appearance and that she is rich. 

Afterwards the narrator continues with the description of her face: at line 14 “bold was her face, handsome and red in hue”. This could be a signal of her wellness. 

Chaucer tells us that she had five husbands and she marred at church: at line 16 “she’d had five husbands, all at the church door”.  

From line 19 to line 23 the narrator tell us that the wife of Bath travelled in lots cities:  Boulogne, Cologne, Jerusalem, Rome and St. James of Compostella. This news tell us that she is a woman with her own freedom, she doesn’t have to stay under the control of her husband. 

The narrator continues with the description of her teeth: at line 24 “she had gap-teeth, set widely”, maybe this signal could represented the nobility of the woman. At line 26 the reader understands that she wears a wimple “well wimpled up, and on her head a hat as broad as is a buckler or a shield; she had a flowing mantle that concealed large hips, her heels spurred sharply under that”. The wimple is an aspect that could underline the nobility of the woman and that she wears clothes as a noble person. In addition it represent her privacy and distance with normal people.

In the last three lines the narrator tells the reader what she likes doing with other people: “in company she liked to laugh and chat and knew the remedies for love’s mischances, an art in which she knew the oldest dances”. In these last lines the reader can understand that she likes doing the same things all the woman like doing: chatting and laughing. In addition she likes knowing the remedies for love’s mischances as she is a sorceress. 

