
  Iron Age 
The Celts, tribes of warriors with similar 
language, religion and culture, establish 
themselves throughout the British Isles

55 BC 
Julius Caesar invades Britain

410 AD 
The Roman army withdrawals

43 AD 
The first London Bridge is built and Londinium 

(the Roman settlement) quickly becomes an 
important trading centre

5th century AD 

The Angles, the Saxons and the Jutes 
(peoples from Germany and Scandinavia) 
invade Britain and destroy the Roman 
British towns

43-47 AD 
Emperor Claudius conquers Britain.  
The Romans involve the Celts into the 
province’s administration and encourage 
the growth of towns near their army 
bases

6th century AD 
Saint Augustine is sent by Pope Gregory I 

the Great to bring Christianity back to 
England

865 AD 
The Vikings (the Danish armies) attack 
Britain after large number of small 
political entities conquer or merge with 
each other879 AD 

Alfred the Great of Wessex halts the Viking’s 
advance. Mercia accepts his lordship and a 

Kingdom of Anglo-Saxons is born
865 AD 
Edward (Alfred’s son) conquers the 
Midlands and East Anglia

927 AD 
Athelstan (Edward’s son) conquers Northumbria 

and creates a kingdom of all England by 
establishing an idea of authority, law and 
coinage and tries to achieve peace across 

western Europe.
1012 AD 
The Archbishop of Canterbury is captured 
and murdered. 
Two years later 
Sven Forkbeard (a Danish king) is on the 
throne

1028 AD 
Cnut (Sven’s son) rules a North sea empire 

which includes Denmark, Norway and England



1042 AD 
Edward the Confessor restores the Royal 
House of Wessex

January 1066 AD 
Edward the Confessor dies childless and Harold 

Godwineson (his brother-in-law) has himself 
crowned the day of his burial.

1066 AD 
William, Duke of Normandy asserts he has 
been earlier promised the throne by Edward, 
crosses the English Channel and lands in 
Pevensey. The Normans lay waste, but don’t 
move inland, waiting for an English’s 
reaction.

14th October 1066 AD 
The two armies meet at Hastings. The Normans 
win and Harold and his two brothers are killed.

The Next Few Years 
William puts down rebellions in various 
parts of the land. The Normans introduce 
feudalism and their language (Norman 
French)


