BEOWULF'S FUNERAL
The title, “Beowulf's funeral”, tells us the text is about Beowulf's burial.

We find these lines in the conclusive part of Beowulf's poem, which is about the life and the death of this hero who lived in Scandinavia hundreds of years ago.

About the layout, we can say that there isn't a rhyme scheme and there also isn't a metre based on the number of syllabes.

From a first reading we can say our expectation is satisfied.

The poem can be divided in three paragraphs.

The first one goes from line 1 to line 13. It describes the way Beowulf's people built the pyre where his body is burned, just as he had ordered before dying. It describes also the scene created after they setted fire. The king's funeral fire is the hugest of all and it burns his body to the core, while the Geat people is wailing aloud for their lord's death.

The second paragraph goes from line 14 to 19. It tells about a Geat woman who sings a wild litany of nightmare and lament to covey her desperation.

She is desolate because of the king's death and she is also fear due to the danger of an imminent invasion by enemies who are on the rampage, that will involve in slavery and abasement.

In the third paragraph, line 20 to the end, the narrator tells about the construction of Beowulf's grave, his memorial, where the Geat people put what remained of their king from the fire. It was a mound on a headland to make sure it could be seen by sailors. They buried also a treasure made of jewels and gold, useless things to men in this period of desolation and sadness.

The text ends with an image of a distraught people mourning the loss of a man and a king.

The poem is characterized by the use of the Simple Past only.

About the connotative aspect, a rhetorical figure used in this text is the kenning.

An example is at line 11, when Beowulf's dead body is called “bone-house”.

The poet also uses sometimes the alliteration, for exemple in the third line with the repetition of the letter “h” or in the eighteenth one with the repetition of the letters    “-ies”.

The poet has perfectly achieved his intent to show the dramatic nature of the text by using a lot of words and adjectives that show the desperation but also the respect that the Geat people had.
