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DEVELOPING CRITICAL THINKING
Both texts are about the first period of life of the Pilgrim Fathers in the New Land. They arrived there crossing the Atlantic Ocean sailing on the ship "Mayflower". 

In both texts is expressed a different way to see the New Land and the Native People. This is because they were written in different ages one from the other. The first from William Bradford in 1650-1651. The second by Dee Brown in 1971.

William Bradford was one of the Pilgrim Fathers who sailed to America in 1620 to escape religious persecution. Whatever he saw when he arrived there was inhospitable. There were no friends, no inns, no houses and towns. He calls the Native People as savage barbarians. When they met them they were radier to fill their sides of arrows than otherwise. They were hostile people who got worse the Pilgrims' conditions of life.

The land was savage and unhospital and to make matter worse there were the bad climate. They arrived in winter, a sharp and violent season specially in America, full of fierce storms. The Pilgrim Fathers hated this land first. It was a hideous and desolate wilderness, full of wild beast and wild men. 

The view of Dee Brown is completely different. He is aware of the various events that happened in America. His knowledge results from a serious historical research, based on native as well as European-American documents.

He sees the Pilgrim Fathers as colonizers who submitted the indigenous in their own land. 

He has a totally better view of this Native People. Their help was providential. They helped and instructed the Pilgrims in various ways. They shared corn with them from the tribal stores, showed them how to catch fish and got them through the first winter. Brown and Bradford see them in two different ways. The first sees them like very friendly and helpfull people. Bradford instead sees them like barbarians and hostyle people. 

The land was full of resources, like waterways and woods for Brown. For Bradford it was a desolate wilderness. 

Brown, through historical documents, can say these Pilgrim Fathers were colonizers. They began to be hostile to the Native People. First they cut down the forests along the coast and then, when the Pilgrims grow up in number, pushed back into the wilderness the Indigenous. 

Bradford instead has another view. As a Pilgrim Father, he wanted to create a new state. He criticize  the Native People, differently from Brown, because they didn't give them any help, they welcomed them with their arrows.

From the two texts, we can notice that Dee Brown and William Bradford have two different ways to see the historical facts but this is normal because they lived in two different times and lived this events in different ways.
