Dreams
Langston Hughes, 1902 – 1967

Hold fast to dreams

For if dreams die

Life is a broken-winged bird

That cannot fly.
Hold fast to dreams

For when dreams go

Life is a barren field

Frozen with snow.
The title of the text is a single word: “Dreams”. This tells us that the main theme of this poem may be the dream intended as something we would reach or something we imagine during the night.
The text is made up of two quatrains. Both begins with the same line

This text hasn't got a standard layout so we can't say which kind of poem it is.

Our expectations about the theme are satisfied and the author tells us to hold fast the dreams because if dreams die, life hasn't got a meaning.

The second line rhyme with the fourth one and the third line of each stanza contains a metaphor.

The second line of each stanza contains also a personification of dreams, that are seen like someone who die or go away.
In conclusion we can say that the author through vivid images reached his aim and make the reader understand easily the text.
