ST. MARTIN'S DAY

Saint Martin's day, also known as St. Martin's festival or Martinmas, is celebrated on the 11th of November each year.

This day marked the ending of autumn wheat seeding and the slaughter of fattened cattle to produce the "Martinmas beef" which was salted and preserved for the winter.

This day was originally the feast of Saint Martin of Tours, a 4th-century bishop who is best known for the account of using his sword to cut his cloak in two parts, to give a half to a beggar clad only in rags in the depth of winter. 
Martinmas is also one of the term days in Scotland,
It was historically used as the days when contracts and leases would begin and end, servants would be hired or dismissed and minister's stipends would become due. 

Today is one of the four days that divide the legal year in four terms. The other three days are:

· Candlemas: on the 2nd of February

· Whitsunday: on the 15th of May

· Lammas: on the 1st of August 
