Martinmas term





Martinmas term is one of the four Scottish term days. This ones were originally the four divisions of the legal year, in which contracts and leases began or ended and servants were disimissed or hired. This days (called also “quarter days”) were: Candlemas, on 2 February; Whitsunday, on 15 May; Lammas, on 1 August; Martinmas, on 11 November. Actually, since 1990, the legal year is divided in 4 days fixed on the 28th day every three months and their importance is decreased.


Martinmas, or St. Martin's Day is celebrated on 11 November every year. Its origins come from France and historically, in that day, people celebrated the end of the agrarian year and the beginning of harvesting.


The legend says that Martin, a Roman soldier, cut his cloak to give an half to a poor man in the middle of a snowstorm, to save him from death. That night, he dreamed Jesus, who was wearing the half cloak. Martin heard him to say to the angels: "Here is Martin, the Roman soldier who is not baptised; he has clothed me." 


Another legend says that, since Martin didn't want to became bishop, he tried to hide in a goose pen, but geese started to flap, unveiling the place where Martin was to the people who was searching him. Because of this event, goose became a symbol of S. Martin of Tours. Even now the tradition to kill and cook the goose on Martinmas persists.





