Man Friday, Daniel Defoe
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Section 1 (lines 1-14): eulogistic description of the physical aspect of the native that Robinson had rescued (Man Friday)


Section 2 (lines 14-22): the native expresses all his gratitude for him with gestures of submission to him.


Section 3 (lines 22-40): Robinson tries to civilize the native: he teaches his language, how to drink milk, the correct behaviour and he wanted him to get dressed.
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While the young savage was sleeping, Robinson was milking his goat.


The young man, as he saw him, ran to him and started to lay himself down and to put his head under Robinson's foot, to express eternal gratitude and submission to him for he had rescued him.


Robinson agreed to his gestures of submission and let him know he was pleased with him. To reciprocate, he decided to civilize him, first of all teaching him speaking. He also gave him a name: Friday, because in that day Robinson had rescued the native from a group of cannibals.


Robinson taught him to say “Master” (the name that Robinson wanted to be called by him), “yes” and “no”.


He gave him some milk in an earthen pot.


No, he didn't. Robinson thought that Friday's uses and customs were wrong or inferior than the ones of his culture, of the civilized man. For this belief, he tries to suppress Friday's habits and to replace with his ones.
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Build: Comely, handsome, straight strong limbs, tall, well-shaped.


Face: very good countenance, not fierce and surly, very manly, sweetness and softness of an European.


Hair: long, black, not curled like wool.


Forehead: very high and large.


Eyes: great vivacity, sparkling, sharpness.


Skin: not quite black, very tawny, not an ugly yellow nauseous tawny, bright kind of a dun olive colour.


Nose: small, not flat like the negroes.


Teeth: Fine, well set, white as ivory.
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The details of Friday's physical appearance are all positive.
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Probably, the reason of the admiration of Robinson for the native is to be searched in the similarity of Friday with Europeans (some features of the face and the body, attitude, countaneance).
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Brasilians, Virginians, other natives of America, negroes.
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Friday's behaviour is of submission to his saviour, that he recognises superior than him for culture and knowledge.


I think in the next pages of the book the relationship between Robinson and the native will not develop in a rapport of equality, but, as the reader can see from this extact, will always remain “vertical”, based on the superiority of the culture that Robinson holds and the inferiority of the Friday's one, from which the European hasn't nothing to learn.
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The theme of the extract is the native Friday, his physical appearance, his behaviour, his actions.
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Robinson could be regarded without stretches as one of the English colonists because of his attitude of superiority towards the native.


In fact, although he praised him, the appeal which raised in him the native is due to the similarity of the European model of beauty and perfection. Furthermore, Robinson is not curious about Friday's customs, doesn't let himself teach by him: effectively, he considers his traditions inferior than his ones, not worthy of his intellect: the only interest of him is imparting him the “right culture”, the one of the European and civilized man.


