THE SECOND ACT OF HAMLET











What are the things that Hamlet does to make people appear that he is mad?


In the first scene, when Polonio tries to talk with him to discover if his madness is caused by the passion for her daughter, Hamlet acts like a mad: he makes him believe that he doesn't recognise him, mistaking him for a fishmonger, he says things which apparently have no sense, usually without consideration for him, he fakes not to understand very well what Polonio tells him.





When does Hamlet unveil that his madness is only a game?


In the first place, in the second scene, after the exit of Polonio and the enter of Rosencratz and Guildenstern, the reader already realizes that the madness of the main character is only a pretense: in fact, Hamlet immediately changes his behaviour when the lord chambellian isn't with him: he doesn't act like a mad, but he behaves like he is, talking friendly with the two courtiers. This suggestion  is confirmed by the successive line, when Hamlet asserts this: “I am but mad north-north-west. When the wind is southerly, I know a hawk from an handsaw”. 





What does Hamlet want to do to unmask his uncle?


In the second scene, the arrival of the players of a common stage of the city in the palace suggests Hamlet an idea to unmask his uncle: he wants to stage the murder of his father in the way the ghost told him; from the reaction of the king, he will discover if his uncle is a killer or not. The line which unveils what the boy is going to do, is the following one:


“Hum, I have heard that guilty cretures, sitting at a play, have by the very cunning of the scene been struck so to the soul that presently they have proclaimed their malefactions; For murder, though it have no tongue, will speak with most miraculous organ. I'll have these players play something like the murder of my father before mine uncle. I'll observe his looks, I'll tent him to the quick. If he do bench, I know my course. The spirit that I have seen may be a devil; and the devil hath power t'assume a pleasing shape. Yea and perhaps, out of my weakness and my melancholy, (As he is very potent withsuch spirits) abuses me to damn me. I'll have grounds more relative than this. The play's the thing wherein I'll catch the conscience of the King”.


