THE CARACTERISATION OF MAIN CARACTERS OF THE NOVEL

”ETHAN FROME” 

Ethan is very complex character. Nobody constricted him to marri Zeena. Being unable to make some decision is the indecited becouse he is influenced by other people.

The choices of each man are produced, both of our nature, of the way we live, our attitudes and our innate characteristics, but also the social context in which we live.

In fact, in the case of Ethan she has chosen to adapt to society, marrying Zeena, who is much older than him, since Ethan did not want to live in solitude.

Ethan also during childhood was conditioned by a female figure, the mother.

Etha is manipulate, submitted by her wife and by the society. At the contrary, Ethan Frome, some people to satisfy their desires, for freedom, or to follow their needs, fight against society, trying to change their lives. one can speak of revolution in these cases. this is not the example of Ethan who instead submits to society.

Moreover Ethan is indecidet and unhapy person. This caracterisation of the main caracter Ethan the readers can perceive its frome the action, the the relationshio whit the other caracter, as Zeena or Mattie. In addiction also the attidudines, the behavior change, the hinteractio whit the other caracters, his trows, his past, his way of thinking, and his vision of the world helps the readers to understand the characters.

the narrator, in fact, represents the reputation of all Ethan's readers, hence the narrator from Ethan's point of view

Zeena Frome is silent, intuitive, secretive, and observant woman but she is considering as ”evil energy” and cold, unappealing.

The novelist describe thi character negatively in order to create in the readers resentment and contempt towards Zeena.

Indeed the novelist uses some despicable terms to describe Zeena, indeed she is  described as "already an old woman,"
Also the physical description of Zeena is particular and important. Indeed  Wharton describes Zeena's physical appearance as gaunt, wrinkled, and sallow-faced. Moreover she  speaks in a whiny drawl.
Ethan marries her in order to avoid being left alone after his mother died.  But he knew he had made a serious mistake, because Zeena's illnesses did not allow  Ethan to move to a larger city like he wanted. Ethan thought that Zeena's illnesses were false, so she could manipulate Ethan with her illnesses but despite this he continued to take care of her.

Zeena holds complete control over Ethan.

At the beginning Zeena has not show any jealousy of Mattie. However she was not agree about the girl's inefficiency and she complained about the house-work. Then she suspects Ethan’s infatuation with Mattie and consequently resents Mattie’s presence. She plans to send Mattie away.

She dominated in the marriage through her combative words, humbling continuously Ethan and spent every money on doctors visits.

Mattie is a pretty girl, much younger than Ethan. Ethan falls in love with her because she represents the novelty, in fact Mattie is definitely different to Zeena, and this difference Edith Wharton underlines her throughout the novel.

Edith Wharton underline the differt between Zeena and Mattie also frome the name, indeed the sound is different. Moreover the "Mattie" sound is sweeter and the "Zeena" sound is much harder
