 Analysis of the extract taken from David Lodge’s Nice Work  
The extract I’m going to analyze is taken from Nice Work, a contemporary novel written by David Lodge and published in 1988. The extract is focused on the characterization of Robyn Penrose, a temporary lecturer in English Literature at the University of Rummidge. 

In the first paragraph, the 3rd person omniscient intrusive narrator (indeed the readers can read comments between parenthesis) introduces the character by stressing the opposition between the “very different character” and Vic Wilcox. Moving on, the intelligent reader understands that Robyn is a curious and clever woman because she doesn’t believe in the concept of character and her favorite phrase is “that is to say” (she tries to make her point of view clear in the listener’s mind, since she is a lecturer). The piece of information the reader is given about Robyn’s profession is really important, indeed in the following paragraphs the narrator explain her main ideas about.

In the second paragraph is presented the idea of Robyn that capitalism and novel are strictly connected: they rise, triumphed and degenerated together. This is why “both are expressions of a secularized Protestant ethic”, where characters and individuals are autonomous and in control of everything: novelists, as businessmen, sell a product. 
In the last paragraph the reader is given important information about Robyn: she thinks the author doesn’t exist. “every text is a product of intertextuality, a tissue of allusions to and citations of other texts. Furthermore the narrator tells to the reader that Robyn knows well Jacques Derrida and believes in his philosophy: semiotic materialism. According to Robyn “we produce our ‘selves’ in language” and the individual can’t completely control the efficiency of his/her communication, it depends on the listener’s interpretation. 
To conclude, it is important to focus on her ambiguous name: Robyn is a male name, that recalls Robyn Hood; whereas Penrose suggest her profession (pen) and femininity (rose). 
